Academic Learning Compacts – ALCs
Ba Mass Communications
CIP: 09.0401

Academic Program Mission
The Department of Journalism and Media Studies, a USF St. Petersburg "Program of Distinction,” is dedicated to the
highest standards of teaching, scholarship, service and professional practice. The mission of the department of
Journalism and Media Studies is to:
• Educate journalists, who can report, edit, present and interpret the news with skill, responsibility and social
consciousness
• Engage in research, service, creative endeavors and professional activities that contribute to the academy, the
community and the profession
• Detect and explore emerging issues in journalism, mass media and society o Question
journalism's traditional methods and values and test alternatives
• Promote cultural understanding and broaden perspectives
• Develop abilities and expand imagination of students and faculty
• Affirm the belief that journalism, at its best, encourages and protects the democratic process

Career/Employment Options for Graduates
Reporter, Editor, Public Relations Specialist, Public Relations Officer, Advertising Specialist, Advertising Sales,
Filmmaker, Television Reporter, Human Resource Agent, Journalist, Consultant, Media Manager
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Specific Information on this Academic Program
http://www1.usfsp.edu/journalism/
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Details Relating to Student Learning Outcomes
1.Content/ Discipline skills
Goals/Objectives
1a. Students will demonstrate an
understanding of journalism ethics,
law, history, theory and will gain
knowledge and understanding from
targeted efforts in various classes.

Means of Assessment
1a. A culmination exam in Senior
Seminar, which every student takes
during their last semester in the
program. The exam requires ethical,
legal and professional analysis and
decision-making, and understanding of
historical/theoretical context. Students
demonstrate awareness of
contemporary issues affecting news
decisions, such as the media industry's
shifting economic structure, legal and
professional analysis and decisionmaking, and understanding historical
and theoretical context. Students are
also tested in this knowledge through
law and ethics classes, with papers and
projects.

Criteria for Success
1a. We have consistency issues in law
and ethics because of retirements and
sabbaticals. The law replacement is an
excellent adjunct who has taught for us
before. The ethics replacement had not
taught ethics at this university before (and
he will be on sabbatical for the next
semester). Further, the ethics course is
taught online and on campus, depending
on the circumstances. This also makes for
consistency issues. Students, however, in
either course no matter how it is taught
must demonstrate knowledge of relevant
principles, approaches and knowledge in
law and ethics to enable them to identify,
examine, and discuss problems or issues
encountered in the exam and suggest
solutions, or approaches to solutions.
Further, they will, where appropriate, be
able to identify and discuss appropriate
journalistic theoretical and historical
context of the problems or issues
encountered and explain how that context
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has changed over time.
1b. Students will create appropriate
materials for a substantial and varied
professional portfolio, even if
journalism isn’t their main career goal.

1b. Students complete a cumulative
portfolio in Senior Seminar, the
capstone class. The portfolio is either a
freestanding website or an on-line blog
and comprises a professional resume;
statement of career objectives; a jobapplication letter and packet; and
representative samples of news writing;
editing; design, photography and other
visual communication content; and
other areas of journalism and media
performance. Faculty evaluate
portfolios, but professionals outside the
university often provide feedback.

1b. Students will demonstrate proficiency
as defined by agreed upon departmental
and professional standards in journalistic
and media content endeavors as collected
from materials they produced in and out
of school (as part of their internships, for
example) during their time in the
department. These standards include, but
aren't limited to, topic choice, sources,
design, organization, structure,
dissemination (if appropriate), style,
grammar, visual appeal, and tone.

1c. Students will Identify and analyze
legal and ethical issues in the current
highly volatile technological
environment.

1c. The department has both law and
ethics courses for undergraduate
students. Those courses have papers,
tests, and projects that assessment
student progress in these areas. The
Senior Seminar course has an exit
exam that also plays a part in this
assessment. The department has been a
leader in the country among journalism
programs integrating digital
technologies, and it continues to add to

1c. Students demonstrate understanding
of basic principles of law and ethics as
they apply to journalism and journalism
and the new technologies. At minimum
this means knowledge of the foundations
of ethics, theories, case studies, and
application of principles and concepts in
real-life journalistic situations. It means
understanding the underpinnings of
constitutional law that applies to
journalism and media, including the First
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this area (most recently with social
media classes). Law and ethical issues
are a part of these new media courses,
and assessed through projects, papers,
and tests. JMS uses a range of classes
in and out of these specific areas to
assess student work according to
agreed upon departmental standards.

Amendment, knowledge of at least the
most significant legal decisions affecting
journalism, and ability to apply legal
decisions to current news and media
events and situations. And, it means
having an awareness of how traditional
journalistic law and ethics can and cannot
be applied to the so-called new media.
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2. Communication Skills
Goals/objectives

Means of Assesment

Criteria for success

2a. Students will demonstrate ability to
create multi-media news and other
multi-media content consistent with
agreed upon standards.

2a. Students create a portfolio during
Senior Seminar that includes their news
media and other work, including
internships, during their time in the
program. This is evaluated by the
instructor in Senior Seminar and
discussed among faculty. Students also
complete journalistic assignments in up
to four or five journalism writing
classes, and produce media content for
photography, video, design, and
production classes.

2a. All student work must meet
professional and/or agreed upon
department standards in each of the areas
assessed. The student portfolios are
essentially high-powered resumes and
display the best of the students’ work
throughout their time here. Class
assignments are far more variable, as our
students produce hundreds upon hundreds
of articles, photographs, videos, web
pages, digital design elements, and so
forth each semester. While it’s not our
intention to make every piece of work a
party in this analysis, our faculty do
discuss and assess student work in
general at various points each semester.
We use the results of those discussions as
part of our ALCs. Their work must meet
professional or agreed upon departmental
standards, and our goal is for students to
produce publishable materials.
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2b Students will conduct journalistic
research, employing tools based in
traditional and online reporting and
other methods that meet agreed on
departmental and/or professional
standards of quality at the appropriate
level.

2b Students are assessed on their
research skills in most classes;
however, the department created the
required undergraduate research
methods class expressly for this
purpose. Focus depends on instructor,
but the fundamental goals and
objectives remain the same. The class
has two or three dedicated assignments
that indicate student competence in
these areas and they constitute
assessment for this outcome.

2b Students complete the relevant
assignments (employing journalism
research methods, including basic and
other tools such as surveys, reading
budgets and annual reports, searching
public records, etc.) with a competency
that meets or exceeds departmental and/or
professional standards, which are
consistent and commonly acknowledged.
Successfully completed assignments, as
assessed by the instructor, and evidence
of mastery of journalistic research
methods as evidenced by successful
completion of class assignments and
work included in the final portfolios in
the Capstone Course. Further, the
Research Methods class has a unit, with
assignments, of academic research.

2c Students will attain the necessary
skills and meet the necessary standards
to master and/or understand technology
required for the field and at play in the
field.

2c JMS courses, just as the media
industry, increasingly employ new
technologies to explore, create,
organize, display, present, and
disseminate news and media materials,
as well as facilitate interaction among
citizens and between people and news
and other media organizations.
Students can no longer learn how to
report and writes, but must also be
knowledgeable about a range of media

2c This knowledge and these skills are
measured in a variety of courses. All
students, however, must demonstrate the
basic knowledge and skills required to
produce a multi-media digital portfolio of
their work in Senior Seminar. Beyond
that, various classes have specific
measurements for each of the other
requirements for technological
competency. These consist of projects
and assignments that test students in
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technologies. Most JMS courses focus
on multi-media production, and
specific courses focus on specific
technologies, including social media,
photography, video storytelling, web
production, and convergence. Students
will show evidence of having learned
the necessary skills to at create and
maintain webpages (at least by using
templates), produce and manipulate
images, create basic designs, and
produce cross-platform media
information. They will at least be able
to create a multi-media portfolio of
their JMS work.

photography and video production
competencies, as determined by
departmental and professional standards;
in web production, as determined by
departmental standards; in convergence
or multi-media platform production, as
determined by departmental standards; in
knowledge of and basic skills in analysis
of use of social media, as determined by
course standards; and in knowledge of the
theories and approaches to visual
communication, as determined by course
standards.
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3.Critical thinking skills
Goals/objectives

Means of Assesment

Criteria for success

3a. Students will demonstrate the
ability to think critically and
imaginatively when systematically
anticipating, identifying, analyzing and
resolving ethical, legal, practical and
other professional and academic
problems or issues.

3a. Two required "foundation" courses
-- Media Ethics and Media Law -focus on critical thinking skills through
readings, reports, examinations and
research papers. Most courses in the
program, however, address critical
thinking skills, including research
methods, beginning reporting, visual
communication, mass communications
and society, and various skills and
concept classes. Critical thinking is one
of the major assessments of the
culminating exam in Senior Seminar.
These are all evaluated by the relevant
instructors based on standard criteria.

3a. Demonstration of intellectual abilities
associated with critical thinking
(including examining, applying,
conceptualizing, analyzing, synthesizing,
appraising) to address and/or resolve
issues with clarity, discipline, reason, and
creativity in accordance with agreed upon
departmental standards.
Students exhibit through papers,
discussions, projects, and culminating
exam the ability to examine,
conceptualize, apply, analyze, synthesize
and appraise issues and problems related
to a range of elements in news and media,
and in academic and other research. Some
areas evaluated by grades on specific
assignments. Student performance also
evaluated at a program level in faculty
discussions in which faculty members
assess classes and determine how
students’ critical thinking efforts can be
improved.
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4.Civic engagement
Goals/objectives

Means of Assesment

Criteria for success

4a. Students will demonstrate
awareness of human, educational,
environmental and other similar needs
of the community and through the
community the public at large. In doing
so, they will tell untold stories, create
awareness between politicians and the
community, give voice to those
reluctant to speak out on their own
through responsible community
journalism, as enhanced by civic
engagement projects

4a. Through a variety of classroom
experiences, students participate in
projects, activities, and assignments
that require civic engagement,
including working with community
groups, non-profits, and other
organizations on a range of
community-oriented issues. In some
classes, students solicit proposals for
grants, assess them, and award funding.
Most of these activities require
journals, papers, or other reporting
mechanisms, which faculty members
evaluate. These instructors then discuss
the activities and their merit with the
rest of the faculty. Students will use
many of the same principles in
developing stories and projects in other
classes as well.

4a. Students participate in formal and
informal civic engagement activities in
two required and other classes, and
through journals, papers, and other
reporting mechanisms in which they
recount experiences; research, analyze,
and report community issues; note
successes and address ways to overcome
failures; produce in-house and publicity
materials; and engage in other activities,
practices demonstrating awareness they
gained in civic engagement experiences.
Efforts in these activities result in more
knowledge and understanding of
communities and their residents and ideas
about challenges and triumphs from these
communities. Ideally, this makes for
better journalists and citizens. It also
should manifest in stories, articles,
projects and papers they produce in other
classes. These should clearly demonstrate
characteristics associated with sensitivity,
diversity, cultural awareness, etc.
Assessment done by instructors in
relevant courses.
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5. Multiculturalism / Diversity
Goals/objectives

Means of Assessment

Criteria for success

5a. Students will demonstrate
professional roles and responsibilities
to identify and address issues of
concern (community knowledge,
prejudice, stereotyping, inclusion,
crime, schools, businesses, etc.) in the
diverse communities served by
journalists.

5a. Students in NNB report from the
Midtown community and provide
stories, features, and photographs to
local news outlets and its website. Most
other courses have a diversity
/multiculturalism component in which
students address community issues
related to prejudice, stereotyping,
inclusion etc. Students in several
classes participate in civic engagement
projects that require learning about
communities and their issues. Senior
Seminar includes a culminating exam
that addresses student knowledge in
community and diversity issues and
their portfolios demonstrate that
knowledge and awareness in the
published and other work they’ve done.
Course instructors assess all these, and
bring up these issues in faculty
meetings.

5a. Student articles and stories in NNB
and other classes reflect awareness of
community/diversity/multicultural issues
they get through the program. They will
show, among other things, awareness and
knowledge of issues relevant to the
communities reflected in the types of
articles they choose to write or content
they choose to create, the range of
sources cited and other measures of
inclusiveness, the sensitivity to portrayals
of underrepresented groups, the
descriptions and approaches, the tone,
and other agreed upon standards and
guidelines for creating news and media
content that met minimal departmental
and/or professional standards for
diversity. Faculty evaluators use papers,
projects, journals (often from
participation in civic engagement
projects) to determine student knowledge
of communities and community issues.
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